MEDICATION
USUAL DOSING
DURATION OF ACTION
MAXIMUM DOSE PER DAY
COST PER USUAL DOSE
AVERAGE COST PER WEEK


PIROXICAM (FELDENE) 20MG
20MG QD
48 TO 72 HOURS
20MG
$0.03
$0.21


IBUPROFEN (MOTRIN) 800MG
800MG TID
4-6 HOURS
3200MG 
$0.03
$0.63


INDOMETHACIN (INDOCIN) 25MG
25-50MG TID
4-6 HOURS
200MG 
$0.04
$0.84


NAPROXEN NA. (ANAPROX) 250MG
500MG BID
UP TO 7 HOURS
1500MG
$0.10
$1.12


NAPROXEN (NAPROSYN) 275MG
275-550MG BID
UP TO 7 HOURS
1375MG
$0.12
$1.68


SULINDAC (CLINORAL) 150MG
150MG BID
NOT LISTED
400MG
$0.15
$2.10


MEFENAMIC ACID (PONSTEL) 250MG
250MG QID
NOT LISTED
1000MG
$0.64
$17.92


















COMPARISON OF SIDE EFFECTS







MEDICATION
NAUSEA AND VOMITING
DIARRHEA
CONSTIPATION
ABDOMINAL PAIN (CRAMPS/DISTRESS)
DYSPEPSIA
OTHER NOTABLE SIDE EFFECTS

PIROXICAM (FELDENE) 20MG
3-9%
1-3%
1-3%
1-3%
3-9%


IBUPROFEN (MOTRIN) 800MG
3-9%
<3%
<3%
<3%
3-9%


INDOMETHACIN (INDOCIN) 25MG
3-9%
<3%
<3%
<3%
3-9%
H/A IN 11.7%     MAY AGGRAVATE DEPRESSION  

NAPROXEN (NAPROSYN) 250MG
3-9%
<3%
3-9%
3-9%
3-9%
H/A IN 3-9%                         DROWSINESS IN 3-9%

NAPROXEN NA. (ANAPROX) 275MG
3-9%
<3%
3-9%
3-9%
3-9%
H/A IN 3-9%                         DROWSINESS IN 3-9%

SULINDAC (CLINORAL) 150MG
3-9%
3-9%
3-9%
10%
3-9%
HA IN 3-9%              POSSIBILITY OF PANCREATITIS

MEFENAMIC ACID (PONSTEL) 250MG
NOT LISTED
5%
NOT LISTED
NOT LISTED
NOT LISTED
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ACUTE SEVERE LOW BACK PAIN

( SHORT-TERM  MANAGEMENT ( 48 HOURS)






DIAZEPAM (VALIUM) 5MG
5MG Q6H
6-8 HOURS
40MG
$0.01
$0.28

CYCLOBENZAPRINE (FLEXERIL) 10MG
10MG TID
12-24 HOURS
60MG
$0.03
$0.63

PERCOCET (OXYCODONE/ACETAMINOPHEN)
1-2 Q4-6H
4-6 HOURS
12 TABS
$0.02
$1.68

TYLENOL 3 (CODEINE/ACETAMINOPHEN)
1-2 Q4-6H
4-6 HOURS
12 TABS
$0.05
$4.20

KETOROLAC (TORADOL) 30MG/ML INJECTION
30MG ONE TIME
UP TO 6 HOURS
N/A
$4.57
N/A


SIGNIFICANT SIDE EFFECTS OF NSAIDS

Headache occurs in 11.7% of patients

taking Indomethacin

Depression may be aggravated in patients

taking Indomethacin

Diarrhea may occur in 5% of patients taking 

Mefenamic Acid

Patients may have an increased risk of pancreatitis

while taking Sulindac

10% of patients taking Sulindac experience

abdominal pain/cramps/distress

Nausea and vomiting occurs in about

3-9% of patients taking NSAIDS

Patients using NSAIDS have an increased risk 

of developing an ulcer

Mefenamic Acid should not be used in patients 

with preexisting renal disease
 
SIGNIFICANT DRUG INTERACTIONS OF NSAIDS

NSAIDS administered with anticoagulants may prolong

a patient's prothrombin time and affect platelet function.

Antihypertensive effects of captopril may be blunted or

abolished by indomethacin

NSAIDS administered with beta blockers may impair

the antihypertensive effects of those medications

Ibuprofen and indomethacin may increase

digoxin levels

When NSAIDS are administered with aspirin, there

will be an effect on patient plasma levels

Use caution in administering any NSAID with 

methotrexate

NSAIDS administered with phenytoin may 

increase serum phenytoin levels

NSAIDS administered with lithium may increase

serum lithium levels, although sulindac may decrease them
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